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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,152,809,942,589.13. We’ve 
added $7,525,932,893,676.05 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, on June 2, 2015, 
I was absent for recorded votes #270 through 
#273 due to the passing of my mother. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: 

On Roll Call #270, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #271, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #272, I would have voted 
‘‘yes.’’ 

On Roll Call #273, I would have voted ‘‘no.’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE CITY OF ZNIN, 
POLAND 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a milestone in the long life of the 
City of Znin, Poland, of which I am proud to 
be an honorary citizen. June 3, 2015 marks 25 
years of local self-government for the nearly 
15,000 people of Znin. 

Znin, originating from the Polish word for 
harvest, is nestled on the river Gasawka in 
Poland. Though the region has been settled 
for far longer, the city itself is nearly 900 years 
old and was once a major town on the trade 
route known as the Amber Road. King Casimir 
the Great of Poland visited many times and it 
was also a favorite of bishops through the lat-
ter half of the 14th Century. Fires destroyed 
much of Znin in the later 15th Century, but the 
town was rebuilt and boasted the first windmill, 
orchards, breweries and businesses. The 17th 
and 18th centuries brought disease and more 
fires from which the town did not recover well. 
During the First Partition of Poland in the 
1770’s, Znin was annexed by Prussia. The 
town was liberated in 1794 through the 
Kosciuszko Uprising. It became part of the 
Duchy of Warsaw a few years later, but was 
returned to Prussia in 1815. The town’s econ-
omy developed through the 19th Century, with 
modern infrastructure and its population grow-
ing to 4,500 citizens. 

Znin’s residents successfully participated in 
the 1919 Greater Poland Uprising. A new town 
council was elected and Polish was reestab-
lished as the official language of the town’s 
nearly 5,000 residents. Between the two World 
Wars, the economy perked up once again and 
Znin boasted two colleges and both daily and 
weekly newspapers. 

On September 1, 1939, the Nazi Luftwaffe 
bombed Znin to start World War II. Nine days 
later, German troops overtook the town and 
once again Znin was wiped from the map of 
Europe. The Germans renamed the town and 
its streets, the children could not go to school 
and hundreds of people were deported or 
shot. 

After the war, with Poland under the brutal 
thumb of the Soviet Union as a result of the 
Yalta Conference, the people of Znin again 
faced repression and fear. Soviet industrializa-
tion brought development to Znin, but its citi-
zens were forced to live under the Soviet re-
gime while Poland was under the sphere of 
Soviet Communism. The people of Poland 
never gave up, though, and the ensuing dec-
ades saw uprisings as the people tried to lib-
erate themselves. Finally, a group of shipyard 
workers in Gdansk brought light to the people 
of Poland. Over the course of a decade be-
tween 1980 and 1989, Solidarity moved for-
ward culminating in the election of its leader 
Lech Walesa in 1990 and a free Poland. 

Thus, on its 25th anniversary of return to 
self-governance, the citizens of Znin look for-
ward. The fires of the past drive them forth, 
but the light of the future carries them to new 
possibilities. I am so pleased to stand with my 
compatriots in Znin as together we celebrate 
25 years of freedom. Naprzód! 

f 

RECOGNIZING LAWRENCE L. 
KITCHING, JR. AND TRUTECH 
HEATING AND COOLING 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to join me 
in recognizing Lawrence L. Kitching, Jr. and 
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the recipient of 
our 2015 District of Columbia Small Business 
of the Year award. The award is given to an 
outstanding D.C. small business every year at 
our annual Small Business Fair. 

TruTech Heating and Cooling is a small 
business that was founded by Lawrence L. 
Kitching. Through hard work, determination, 
knowledge of his craft and excellence in per-
formance, Mr. Kitching has grown his business 
significantly. Since opening in D.C. in 2012, 
TruTech Heating and Cooling has expanded 
its business into Maryland and Virginia. The 
business prides itself on quality craftsmanship, 
integrity and customer service. The techni-
cians and professionals at TruTech Heating 
and Cooling are well-trained. 

Mr. Kitching, a native Washingtonian and 
graduate of William McKinley Technical High 
School, learned heating, ventilation and air 
conditioning at Lincoln Technical Institute and 
received his diploma in 1997. After heading 
down the wrong path, Mr. Kitching decided to 
pursue a better life for himself and his son, 
and began working to improve his skills while 

in prison. After his release, he worked at a 
prominent air conditioning company in the 
D.C. area for seven years. Then, he boldly fol-
lowed his passion to become an entrepreneur 
and left his job to start his own company. Mr. 
Kitching and his company are certified by the 
North American Technician Excellence, and 
are recognized as professionals in the indus-
try. 

We are particularly proud that TruTech 
Heating and Cooling has provided such an es-
sential service to the members of our commu-
nity. Lawrence Kitching has succeeded in a 
tough, competitive business environment. In 
the process, he has become an inspiration not 
only to our local small businesses but also to 
anyone who has had a poor start in life. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in congratulating Lawrence L. 
Kitching, Jr. for recommitting himself to the 
pursuit of excellence and integrity and to 
TruTech Heating and Cooling, the District of 
Columbia 2015 Small Business of the Year. 

f 

HONORING LAKE WORTH DRAIN-
AGE DISTRICT AS IT CELE-
BRATES 100 YEARS OF OPER-
ATION 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Lake Worth Drainage District, 
which is celebrating its 100th Anniversary of 
providing water management services to the 
Palm Beach County community. 

For the past 100 years, the District has 
managed the surface water resources of 
southeastern Palm Beach County. Overseeing 
a complex system of 500 miles of canals and 
20 major water control structures, the Lake 
Worth Drainage District has continued to pro-
tect our lands from the dangers of both flood 
and drought. Their tireless efforts have not 
only met the demands of our evolving urban 
and agricultural communities, but also bol-
stered employment and business growth op-
portunities. The amount of time and effort the 
District and its employees have expended for 
the betterment of their community is truly ad-
mirable and exhibits a level of commitment 
worthy of recognition. With their support Palm 
Beach County has remained the Winter Vege-
table Capital of the United States. 

I happily congratulate the District and its 
employees on a century of hard work and 
dedication to the urban and agricultural com-
munity of South Florida. It is with great pleas-
ure that I honor them. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF 
CAROLYN SIMS 

HON. KENNY MARCHANT 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015 

Mr. MARCHANT. Mr. Speaker, today I 
honor the career and celebrate the retirement 
of a dedicated and tireless public servant, 
Carolyn Sims, who most recently worked as 
Precinct Administrator for County Commis-
sioner Gary Fickes of Tarrant County, Texas. 
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